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The following plain Diſcourſe, not deſigned originally 
for the Public, is printed at the requeſt of many who 
heard it. They judged, that Parents and young 
Perſons who approve of the practice here recom- 
mended, might receive ſome advantage by a ſhort 
and familiar addreſs on the ſubject. And, ſhould 
any caſt an eye over it, whoſe ſentiments differ from 
thoſe of the author, he hopes that the ſtile and ſpirit 
of the diſcourſe afford no juſt ground of offence, 
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INFANT BAPTISM. 


As J the ſin of the PVRS aembling here, ap- 
pears now in the character of. a PARENT, he 


is diſpoſed to devote his child to God, by the ordi- 
nance of chriſtian baptiſm : and, as a model for the 
4mitation of his friends and ſtated hearers, to do it in 
a public manner. Nothing could recencile me to 


engage in this ſervice, but his own immediate re- 
gueſt, upon the ground of particular intimacy and 


Friendſhip: an apology, which I certainly ought to 
make to venerable FATHERS and reſpected BRE 


THREN in the miniſtry. = 
Allow me, then, in the moſt plain and amin 


manner, To ſtate my views of the NATURE of chriſ- | 
tian baptiſm To juſtify. the adminiſtration of it to 


INFANTS—And to vindicate the MODE of admini- 
ſtering it, by . or n water on the 


ä ſubject. 


3 Firſt. 
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Firſt. I would hin my views of the NATURE of 


chriſtian baptiſm. 


It appears, indeed, that 3 or waſhing with 


water, was practiſed as a religious rite, before the 


commencement of chriſtianity. Our Lord, we 


know, ſubmitted to it at the hands of John, and 


ſignificantly obſerved, that he did it, in order to 
“ fulfil all righteouſneſs:“ in conformity (as critics 
remark the Greek word apo: ſignifies) to a cuſtom 
ALREADY IN USE. It was in obedience to the 


authority of a divine inſtitution, as his own appeal 


intimates *; „ The baptiſm of John, was it from 


heaven, or of men?” And hence, the deputies from 


the Jewiſh Sanhedrim expreſſed no ſurpriſe at John's 


baptizing, as though the practice itſelf was EN or 
UNPRECEDENTED, but only enquired into the qua- 


lifications of the adminiſtrator; why doſt THov in 
particular baptize:— They ſeem ſufficiently ac- 


quainted with the CEREMONY ITSELF, by their ex- 


amining only RIS AUTHORITY to perform it. 

« Diverſe waſhings,” or baptiſms, every one 
knows, were uſed in the Jewiſh church 4; ſo that, 
Chriſt's adopting baptiſm, as the governor of the 
chriſtian church, was only perpetuating a rite, which 
had been in practice, and determining its uſe in the 
evangelical diſpenſation.— Thus I think we are to 
underſtand his language in Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. It 
is not the INS TITUTION of baptiſm, as though it 


had never been practiſed before, but the ſtamping it 


* Mark xi. 30. | + Heb. IX, 10. 


a CHR IS- 


[ 3 j+ 


a-CHRISTIAN ordinance, and of UNIVERSAL OBLI- 
GATION. © Go ye,” fays the riſen Jeſus to his 


apoſtles, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 


the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt : teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever 1 have commanded you.? 

Chriſtian baptiſm thus circumſtanced, thee, p- 
pears to be, A SACRED ORDINANCE, WHEREBY 
THE SUBJECT IS DEDICATED TO THE G0 OF 
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGTON, AND "REGULARLY 
SET APART To THE HONORS AND OBLIGATIONS' | 


OF THAT DISPENSATION. It is the firſt formal 


rite enjoined by that religion to which it belongs, 


and therefore called an ordinance of 1n1TIATION. 
The ſubject is dedicated thereby to God, under the 


diſtin characters of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And it farther appears, from the language of the 


commiſſion, to be the formal badge, or appointed 


token, of the chriſtian religion, whereby the ſubjects 


of it are diſcriminated or diſtinguiſhed from others 5 
entitled to the HonoRs of the chriſtian diſpenſation "+ 
and obligated to oBty its rules. Hence we read 
of thoſe who were baptized into Chriſt,” and are 
therefore ſaid to have © put on Chrift:” i. e. they 
are formally inveſted with the chriſtian name, and 
are under the regulations of the chriſtian religion. 
A perſon baptized, is thereby regularly ſet apart, 
under a determinate name or title. He is, in an 


external ſenſe, chriflianized or chriſtened. —By this 
3 however, he is not admitted into any 
B 2 ö par- 
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| We; chureh, or religious ſociety; but ſet apart 


as a viſible ſubject of Chriſt's kingdom at large. 
And farther, this rite by no means aſcertains to the 
ſubject sPIRITUAL and SAVING bleſſings; he is 
hereby marked out, only as a * child of the king- 


dom; not, in the higheſt ſenſe, a child of God. 


Let us review the com miſſion, and obſerve, whether 


it does not agree with this account.“ Go teach,“ 


that is, proſelyte or dijciple, c all nations, —how ! — 
& baptizing them; let that be the form of matri- 


culation into my ſchool; the door of admiſſion into 
the chriſtian religion“ baptizing them in the 
name,“ that is, introducing them to the knowledge, 


and ſubjecting them to the authority and protection, 


of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, the 


one living and true Gop, moſt clearly revealed by 


the chriſtian religion: It follows, © teaching them 
to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded 
you.” And let it be obſerved, that the word which 


is here tranſlated teaching ( %0zox0l:;) is different from 
whet was ſo rendered before (weobilwouls) ; plainly in- 
timating, that the /ame idea is not intended; but, that 
the firſt word means, as I have ſaid, diſciple, and this 
properly ſignifies, in/trufing, like a parent or maſter. 
bis children or ſcholars; evidently referring to the 


ſubſequent diſcourſes of the apoſtles, to be delivered, 


in conſequence of their baptiſm, to thoſe, who had 
been by that rite admitted into the ſchool of Chriſt, 
or diicipled to him. Thus were they afterwards 
* inſtructed in the 8 truths of chriſtianity 


8 


6 $41) 


—SHhcouraged and fortified by its declarations and 


promiſes and urged to a con 
all its important duties, 


q 


tent PER of, 


Having ftated my views of the nature of chriſtian 5 


baptiſm, Jam, 


Secondly, To wa Res adminiſtration of it to | 


INFANTS... 


We are informed in the hiſtory of the AAs of te 


Apoſtles, that they baptized ADI r perſons; re- 
 quiring: of them, previous to the ceremony, a pro- 
feſfion of their faith and repentance. And ſome 
chriſtians have fuppoſed, that they admitted ſuch 
ONLY to the ordinance. But I am apprehenſive, 


that ſufficient reaſons may be given, why their bap- 


tin ing the adult is diſtinctiy mentioned, in perfect 
conſiſtency with their baptizing RILIDREN, and a 
comparative ſilence reſpecting them. The caſe of 


the Apoſtles at that period was peculiar. I will en- 


deavour to ſtate it with all poſſible honeſty and plain- 
neſs, and leave you to judge whether it militates 


againſt the baptiſm of our infants. 5 


Obſerve then, TE: 


'F he Apoftles preached : a religion which had zeven - 
been profeſſed before. "The chriſtian diſpenſation was + 


not compleated, till Chriſt roſe from the dead. 


Then was he fully inveſted. with his kingly authority, | 


and ſent for th his Apoſtles to. preach and to baptize . 


| all nations, declaring, All power is given unto me 


i heaven and in earth: The World, till then, 


were either profeſſedly FAGAN IDOLATERS, Wor- 


Eq  thipping.. 
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ſhipping falſe Deities; or IEWS. There were not, 


tis manifeſt there could not be, any profeſſing the 


chriſtian religion, before the chriſtian religion was 
revealed, The Apoſtles, therefore, went forth, au- 


thorized by Chriſt; to teach a NEW RELIGION 3 
while John; the fore-runner of our Lord, had a little 


prepared his hearers for 1 Ny oops “the king- 
dom of God is at hand. 5 88 

Under theſe ace e then, you ſee, the per- 
ſons who attended upon the preaching. of the Apoſ- - 
tles, had never received chriſtian baptiſm at all: 


; they could not, for the reaſon juſt mentioned; the 


chriſtian religion having never been till then reveal- 
ed. Now, Pagan nations had been accuſtomed to 
rites, introductory to their own religions. The 
Jewiſh people and their children had been introduced 


into the religion of Moſes by circumciſion. But 
the Apoſtles were commanded to proſelyte the Jews, 
and all other nations, from their former proſeſſions 
bol religion, into- the profeſſion of CHRISTIANITY: 


and, as they were ordered by their maſter to do this 
by baptizing them, they conſiſtently adminiſtered this 


_ ordinance to SUCH CONVERTS upon a profeſſion of 


their repentance and faith; that is, renouncing a 
falſe or imperfect diſpenſation of religion, and 
embracing one that is true, compleat and per- 
petual: or, in other words, rejecting IDOLATRx 


and JUDAISM, and receiving the doctrines and laws 


of CHRISTIANITY, But, who can juſtiſiably infer 
4 ERC 54; from 


A 
from hence, that the CHILDREN of theſe bei 
were rejected? 5 


Very Ane to . was the caſe of Abraham 


en he was ſelected from among idolatrous nations, 


and ſet apart by God, was the father of the Jewiſh 
church. The formal rite by which perſons: were 
initiated into that diſpenſation, was circumciſion; and 
he, as a proſelyte from a different profeſſion, was 
circumciſed at the age of an adult perſon. But, be- 
cauſe HE was circumciſed, under thoſe circumſtances, 
at an adult age, are we to infer that his CHILDREN 
were not, in their minority? No: they received the 
fame rite in their inFancy. And, when that reli- 
gion was fully eſtabliſhed and profeſled, all the male 


infants born under that diſpenſation, as well as adult 


proſelytes ſtill, were enrolled among the faithful, and 
diſtinguiſhed as Jews, by the ſame rite k . One law 


ſhall be to him that is home-born, and unto the 


ſtranger that fojourneth. among you.” 
Had we been informed, that the Apoſtles baptized 


perſons at an adult age, who were born of BAPTIZED. 
CHRISTIAN parents, the-caſe would have been ina- | 
terially different. That would have furniſhed a 


precedent for doing ſo now. But there is not a 
SINGLE INSTANCE of this kind to be met with in 
the account. Let me then repeat the thought, to 

fix it upon the memory; that, though the Apoſtles 
| baptized: perſons at an adult age, as recorded in the 


e or their acts, they were all or them profelyted 
* Exod. Xii. 49. 
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from HEATHENISM or JUDATSM into a NEW, i. e. 
the chriſtian religion; which they had never till hen 
heard, it having never been profeſſed or revealed be- 


fore. But, wherein does that affèct us? Chriſtia- 
nity is not a new religion now.” We have no Pro- 
ſelytes here to make.” We are to adminiſter bap- 
tiſm to thoſe, who are deſcended, not from PAGANS + 


or JEwWs, but CHRISTIANS : perſons who have re- 


ceived chriſtian baptiſm the mſclves.—If we are aſked; 
then, why we do not baptize adult perſons as the 


Apoſtles did? the proper anſwer is, we WILL, when 


our ſituation is the fame as theirs then was. We 
have no $8SCRIPTURE [EXAMPLE Or PRECEDENT - 


for doing it in oUR CIRCUMSTANCES; fince we 
never read of the Apoſtles baptizing one at adult age, 

after goſpel churches were formed, and chriſtianity was 
fully ſettled, But, to proceed more N to the 


caſe of INFANTS. 


There appears nothing in the waTURE of the cere- 6 N 


mony to exclude them: and, do not the ſcriptures + 


expreſsly inſorm us, that when tlie maſter or head 
of a family was proſelyted and embraced chriſtianity, 


by profeſſing repentance and faith, the wHoLs . 


HOUSEHOLD were actually baptized, AS THE MEM 
| BERS OF HIS OR HER FAMILY? | 

In the firſt place, There is nothing in the NATURE © 
of baptiſm to exclude infants from its adminiſtration. = 


It cannot ſurely be exceptionable as an. INFTIAS - 


TORY rite, Whocan deny, that infants are capable 


of boos dedicated to God? And where is the impoſ- 


ſibility, 


— 


a. 


. 


ſibility; or impropriety, of ae being thus formally 
ſeparated to the honors and obligations of the chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation? This is practicable, and frequently 


done, reſpecting civil communities; and was for- 


merly, as a religious ceremony, we all know, of di- 


vine appointment. Jewiſh children were ſet apart 
by circumciſion to the honors and obligations of 
that diſpenſation. And does not Paul intimate, that 
_ chriſtian baptiſm in this reſpect ſucceeds that rite *? 
What reaſon fo natural and evident for his calling it 
the circumciſion of Chriſt, as this, that chriſtian 
baptiſm incorporates the ſubjects of it among thoſe 
denominated CHRISTIANS, being the badge or token 
of the chriſtian religion, as circumciſion incorpo- 


rated the ſubject on whom that was performed, among 
thoſe denominated IE wS; being the badge or token 


of the Jewiſh religion? This, if I miſtake not, is the 
ſcriptural connection between circumciſion and 

- baptiſm; as one poſitive inſtitute ſucceeds another: 
that is aboilſhed, this retained and perpetuated. 


Circumciſion, we know, was the regular door of 


adꝛwmiſſion into the diſpenſation of the Fewi/h religion; 


and we, being baptized, are, as has been hinted, 
<« baptized into Chriſt,” or, * have put on Chriſt ;** 


that is, are regularly admitted into the diſpenſation 
of the chriſtian religion. —Fhe circumciſed among 


the Jews, were conſequently entitled to the outward 
privileges of that diſpenſation ; and we, who are now 
baptized, are, in conſequence of it, entitled to the 
outward privileges of the chriſtian diſpenſation.— The 
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rite of circumciſion, we all know, was adminiſtered 
to Infants, though incapable of comprebending at that 
time the intent of it; why then, ſhould not chriſtian - 
baptiſm be adminiſtered to infants, though no more 
capable of MS Dre its import, than the * 


infants in the former caſe ? 


And, though pious men among the Jews devoted | 
their children to God, without doubt, by daily prayer, 


this did not excuſe them from doing it, by the formal 


rite circumciſion. And, why ſhould Chriſtians, who 
in a ſimilar manner daily devote their children to God, 
neglect, on that account, the formal rite baptiſm 9—' 
Under the Jewiſh covenant, (for ſo the diſpenſation 


of that religion was called) if circumciſſon was omit- 
ted, it was expreſly declared of that ſubject, by the 
bleſſed God, © he hath broken my covenant *;” and 


wherein is the difference if baptiſm now be omitted, 


(Fe only introductory rite to chriſtianity ? 
' Circumcifion, ſays Paul, in anſwer to an enquirer, 


ce hath advantage much every way +:” chiefly, in 


that to the Jewiſh people were committed the ora- 


cles of God;” or, a regular inſtructive diſpenſation 


of religion, announcing him their God, and the God 


| of their ſeed: that is, the only object of their wor- 


ſhip, their king, and benefactor. 
Now Brethren conſider, 


If, when the Jewiſh religion, to which eircumei- 


fron belonged, was aboliſhed, and the diſpenſation of 
chriſtianity commenced, fo important a change took _ 
place; that infants, who had been uſed, by a formal 


ris. - 


[4 1 


rite, to be conſeerated to God, were to be ſo no longer 


.——that, though they had formerly been. accounted 
proper ſubjects of the initiatory ceremony, it was not 
to be ſo, under the Goſpel—and ſince, when thus 


initiated, they, enjoyed“ advantage much every 


way: —If, I fay, they were now to be deprived of a 
regular introduction, and formal claim, to the inſtitu- 


tions and honors of the chriſtian religion; how 


comes it to paſs, that this change is not plainly and 


expreſsly mentioned? And how 1s it to be account- 
ed for, that the Jewiſh Proſelytes to chriſtianity, and 


even the Apoſtles themſelves, never complained of 


this hardſhip.?—Does it not evidently appear, that 


this would have proved an hinderance to their em- 


bracing chriſtianity ?—1s it not reaſonable to expect, 


that we ſhould have found them remonſtrating 


againſt this new diſpenſation of religion, as inferior 
to the former diſpenſation by Moſes ? that including 
their infants, this not But do we find any thing of 
this in the New Teſtament ?—Not. a word, you 


know, of the kind.——T hey were a people, by no 
means diſpoſed to reſign any ancient rite or honor, 
as ſome other particular caſes ſhewed. Is not their 
total ſilence on this head, then, the eleareſt proof in 
the world, that the ſtream. of mercy to them and 


theirs, lowed on in the ancient channel! Thus con- 
ſidered too, as an ancient appointment, no FRESH 


DIRECT COMMAND was needed. But, if the alte- 


ration ſuppoſed had taken place; if children, formerly 


admitted, were now excluded, where is that ACT OF 
R * . Ex- 
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EXCLUSION to be found? And what reaſon ean 
poſſibly be given, for their not remonſtrating 
againſt it? 

Does not the condut of thoſe { Jewiſh Paoiebries, 
ſpeak a language like this ?—* We are convinced, 
upon ſufficient evidence, that the chriſtian religion 
is true and divine, And we relinquiſh Judaiſm and 
embrace chriſtianity. We underſtand that Proſe- 
lytes are to be admitted to its inſtitutions by a formal 
rite, waſhing or baptizing, while they profeſs repent- 
ance towards God, and faith towards Jeſus Chriſt, 
as Lord of the chriſtian diſpenſation. All this we 
approve; and will; with our families, be baptized. 
For, this is ſimilar to ancient cuſtom. There was 
a regular form of introduction to the privileges of 
the Jewiſh religion, now aboliſhed, The only alte- 
ration mentioned, is, that the former ceremony, 
being ſevere, is exchanged for one eafy and familiar. 
And therefore, agreeably both to our judgment and 
inclination, we devote ourſelves and our children 
to the GLORIOUS HEAD OF THE CHRISTIAN RE 


L1G1ON, with the ſame, readineſs, that we and our 


Forefathers have done to JEHoVvAn, ever ſince the 
regular inſtitution and ſettlement da the covenant 
and church of God.'— | 
Had they underſtood the matter TRY maſt 
they not have been all awake and alive? And how 
is it conceivable, .I again aſk, that we ſhould not 
hear one word of their enquiries, concern, and 
ſurpriſe, at ſo capital and unwelcome a change? 
3 - My 


L 13 J 

My Brethren, The expreſſions of divine authority 
and mercy appear more conſiſtent and uniform. 
“The bleſſing of Abraham is come on the Gem 
tiles through Jesvs CurisT®; and © we, like 
Iſaac; are the children of promiſe 1 . 

T here is not a word in the New Teſtament, 
which intimates an abridgement of our privileges. 
or, that the chriſtian diſpenſation of religion is infe- 
rior to any preceding. But Paul informs us, that, 
the Jewiſh Church being deſtroyed, under the figure 
of „ an olive-tree,” of which Abraham was the 
ſtock, and the people at large the branches, now 
broken off by unbelief; we Gentiles, © as a wild 
olive-tree, are graffed in among them, and with them 


partake of the root and fatneſs of the olive-tree 4.“ 


And, with evident conſiſtency, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, 


If only one Parent be proſelyted to Chriſtianity, the 


children are in conſequence of it accounted © holy” 
which, he adds, were otherwiſe * unclean $:” the 
very diſtinction which uſed to ſubſiſt between the 
Jewiſh people: and others ||. They were accounted 
<« nigh unto God,” that is, under his immediate 
protection and government; while others are repre- 
ſented as © afar off;” not entitled to the fame ho- 
nors and advantages. To render the argument 
concluſive, let me remind you, . 


'SeconDLy, That when the maſter or head of a 
family was proſelyted, and embraced | Chriſtianity, by 


* Gal. iii. 14. ch. iv. 28. | 1 Rom. Xi, 16, 17. 
9 1 Cor. Vil, 14. | Ifai, XY, 8. lii. 1. Adds x. 28. 
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profeſſing repentance and faith, the wHOLE Hous- 


HOLD were actually baptized, AS THE MEMBERS OF 4 


HIS OR HER FAMILY. 
Does not the New Teſtament 3 ares us, 
that this was the Apoſtolic practice? Thus Paul 


&« baptized the hou/hold of Stephanas *.” And when 


Lydia was proſelyted by his preaching, ſhe, and her 
houſhold, as the members. of her family, were baptiz- 
ed, upon her perſonal profeſſion of Chriſtianity f. Was 


not the caſe juſt ſimilar too, reſpecting the Philippian 


Jailor? ns believed, or embraced. Chriſtianity (and 
the Greek word @:wmirwmu; being ſingular, limits, I 
think, the believing, to him perſonally) upon which, 
not only he, but © ALL HIS were ſtraightway bap- 


_ tizedt,” So, when Peter addreſſed his awakened 


hearers, exhorting them to be baptized, does not he 


place the argument in the ſame _ 7 Be bap- 
tized; for, the promiſe is to you.“ But what is to 


be bows with our CHILDREN ?—Why, ſays he, the 
promiſe is to them too d. Now, if, becauſe the divine 
promiſe reached the proſelyted parents, they were to 
be baptized, and he aſſerts the ſame promiſe equally 


belonged to their children, what ſhould you infer, 


but, that for the ſame reaſon theſe ſhould be bap- 


tized too ?—And, ſays the inſpired writer, *tis bind-. 
mg, not upon you Jews only, but proſelyted Gen- 


tiles too; thoſe that are afar- off, whom the Lord 
our God ſhall call” into the profeffion of this reli- 
gion: the promiſe will reſpect them and their children, 
juſt as it does you and yours all Chriſtians whether 
FA Cor. i. 16. + Adds avi, 13. f xvi. 33. Akts ii. g8, 39. 
2 Pro- 
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proſelyted, and fo brought nigh to God, or born under 
the diſpenſation, ſhall be feparated to it's We and 
obligations by the rite of baptiſm. 

Upon the whole, does it not appear, that, to I 
tize perſons, in our circumſtances, at an apuLT 
age, is without a SCRIPTURAL WARRANT ; with- 
out a SINGLE EXAMPLE in the Apoſtolic practice; 


while, to baptize HOUSHOLDs or families, the pa- 
rent or head of it being a Chriftian, is Ax EXACT 


AND LITERAL IMITATION OF THE CONDUCT OF 

MEN DIiVINELY INSPIRED ? 
Allow me ſtifl to mas on your pations atten- 

tion, while, | 
THIRDI v, I vindicate the Mode of adminiſter- 


ing baptiſm by SPRINKLING or POURING water on 


the ſubject. 
And I cannot but think, that very 5 Fttle may ſuf. 
fice for an impartial intelligent hearer, on this part 


of the ſubject. The Greek word (garrige) which is 


ufed for baptizing, ſignifies, according to the beſt 
Eexicographers and Grammarians, not anly to dip or 


plunge under water ;- but alfo, to waſh or wet in any 
form: and is Saen ufed in the New Teſtament 
in reference to religious obſervances of this ſort 


among the Jews. They practiſed, ſays the Apoſ- 

tle S; ap GO, different Finds of baptiſms 3 

religious waſhings of various ſorts, or in different 

forms. Now, if the inſpired Apoſtle rightly under- 

Rood this word, and uſes .it as ann opal 
* Heb. ix. 10. a 
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term, including different kinds of wafhing, who can 
limit it to one particular ſenſe, or mode of application, 
conliſtently with an impartial regard to the autho- 
rity of ſcripture ? Is any thing farther determined 
than this, that. water ſhould be applied to the ſubject | 
in ſome form or other? I'he mode of uſe appears 
to me, to be only the ceremonial part of a poſitive | 
inſtitute ; juſt as, in the ſupper of our Lord, the time 
of day, the number and poſture of communicants, 
the quality and quantity of bread and wine, are cir- 
cumſtances accounted not eflential by any party of 
chriſtians, Yet, in that inſtitution, the quality of 
the bread, unleavened, and the unity of the loaf, one 
| bread or loaf, are repreſented by the Apoſtle as ſig- 
nificant of ſomething moral in the receivers: viz, 
The ſincerity of the communicants *, and the unity 
of the church +. Now, if we paid a ſtrict regard to 
a ſingle mode of applying water in baptiſm, while 
Chriſtians are univerſally inattentive to thoſe cir- 
cumitances in the other poſitive rite, ſhould we not 
be manifeſtly inconſiſtent ?—Yea, are there not poſi- 

tive rites, practiſed by Chriſt. and his Apoſtles, 
which Chriſtians, who differ upon this point, agree 
to alter, and even reject ?—Witneſs,  anointing 
the ſick with oil 4,“ the “ holy kiſs &, © waſhing 
the feet ||,” and the like. Thus circumſtanced, then, 
] aſk upon what principles, common to the followers 
„1 Cor. v. 8. + 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. t Mark vi. 13. 


James v. 14. { Rom: xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. || John 
Alil, 5: and 14. | | 
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of Jeſus, could we juſtify a rigid attachment to any 
ſingle mode of baptizing ? — Are not ſprinkling, 
pouring, and plunging, PERFECTLY EQUIVALENT, 
EQUALLY VALID ?—Beſides, if our Lord had de- 
ſigned to confine. his followers to a particular mode, 
excluſive of all others, why did he uſe an open gene · 
ral term, (San) and not a word decided and limit- 
ed in its import? The Greek language would have 
I. furniſhed him with terms ingiſgurably en * 
F. Sa 
However, with regard to the medi of adminiſter. 
ing baptiſm by John and Jeſus Chriſt (or rather his 
diſciples +), the probability ſeems in favor of SPRINK4+ 
LING OF PQURING, not plunging under water. For 
oblerve here, the ONLY way in which one perſon, the 
Prieſt, was directed or known to apply baptiſm to 
another under the Law, in a figurative facramental 
form, as an emblem of purity, was by ſprinkling og 
pouring it on the ſubject; NEVER by dipping or 
a plunging. * is a practice entirely uncommanded,, 
and unknown. throughout the whole hiſtopy of the 
Jewiſh Church, that the Prieſt ſhould plunge a per- 
ſon in order to his ſeparation or cleanſing. We 
never read of one perſon's dipping another under the 
water. Which, then, is the more probable ; that 
John or Jeſus Chriſt, at the commencement of the 
chriſtian diſpenſation, adminiſtered this rite by plung- 
* Of this kind have been reckoned, and I think properly, 


 nalabvbicu, acllacroiliꝙu, rl or lala, not to * Jol 
and BU. 


John iv. 2. | 
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ing (a practice perſectly UNPRECEDENTED )—0r— 
by ſprinkling and pouring water, a ceremony in 
DAILY USE, and of DIVINE APPOINTMENT !— 
Tis true, indeed, that John accommodated the 
multitude in a place where there were many wa- 
ters (59's mona *), But, might not this be from 
- confiderations totally diſtin from the mode of bap- 
- tizing ?—Will this determine the 9-24 of im- 
merſion —Surely ett EGS ; 
But, is it not expreſly aſſerted, that many, at the 
time of baptizing, went into, and came up out of the 
water? True: but a ſchool-boy knows, that the 
Greek particles ſo rendered, are very frequently 
tranſlated only zo and from; and, if fo rendered in the 
places referred to, the argument for immerſion is 
proportionably weakened. But, I have no objec- 
tion to our tranſlation here. They poſſibly might 
go into the water, and come up out of it; yet does 
this prove that the ſubjects baptized were plunged all 
under water! Is not that circumſtance perfectly diſ- 
tinct, and entirely undetermined ?: - But then, why 
was a RIVER made uſe of? Perhaps, for a ſignifi- 
cant reaſon, ſtated by the late Rev. Mr. FLEMING +, 
to this effect John was of the wrder of the Prieſts; 
and begun his public miniſtrations at thirty years of 
age, in conformity to the laws of the Prieſts. Now, 


*tis clear, that the moſt important baptiſms, or reli- 


gious applications of water among the Jews, had 
been by SPRINKLING or POURING : and, that, 
John iii. 8 OO $ Challenge, &c. p. 17—24, 

amongſt 


4 


44> 


running water *. | 
John, thus circumſtanced, in his intermediate diſ- 


Te 1. 9 J 

amongſt the formalities attending the water of ſepa- 
ration in particular, the Prieſt was obliged, by divine 
command, to regard this circumſtance, that it was 


Now, is it not ſuppoſable, that 


penſation, gradually declining from the Jewiſh 


Syſtem, and imperfectly anticipating the Chriſtian, 
might pay attention to this circumſtance in his man- 


ner of uſing baptiſmal water? There appears ſurel y 
in this account, to ſay the leaſt of it, nothing forced 


or unnatural] : and, whether the probability be allow- 
ed greater or leſs, there is certainly no proof that 
John practiſed immerſion. 


The tale is fimply this. 
He preached by a river to a multitude of hearers 
—in a hot climate—crefied anſwerably to it—with 


fandals only on their feet and their baptiſm, when 


they went out to hear him, an uncertainty, —As the y 
hear, they underſtand, and are baptized; how? in 
or at the river Jordan: there is nothing deciſive as 
to the mode. We muſt be e in this 2 
the circumſtances of the caſe. | 

OBSERVE then _ 

On the one hand, the ceremony was performed in 
connection with a river; the particle meaning ſome- 
times at and ſornetimes in. On the other hand, the 
number baptized appears to have been great—many 
of them at a conſiderable diſtance from home—unex- 


pectedly awakened—no mention of any change of 


raiment ; which muſt have taken place if immerſion 


N 


* Ley, xiv. 5, 6. 30, 51, 52, &c. 
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was the mode. On which fide, then, lies the pro- 
bability ?—lf plunged in their wearing apparel, how 
exceedingly inconvenient, and even dangerous to 
health 1—Tt could not be zated.—How then 2 1 
preſume, not by immerſion at all; but, that the mul- 
titude ſtood in ranks at the brink, or juſt within the 
edge of the river, while the Adminiftrator DRINK 
LED Or POURED the running water upon tbem. 
When too I am informed, that THREE THOU- | 
' $AND were by Peter's ſermon pricked to the heart, 
and added to the church, being baptized on the am- 
day; ſuch a croud of objections ſtart up to view, if 
I ſuppoſe them all plunged, as quite ſtaggers my 
belief. e 
And farther—Ts not the sEVERIT V of immerſion, 
under all circumſtances, and in all Countries, in- 
conſiſtent with the mid Genius of the chriſtian 
religion? — Who can imagine that an introductory 
rite muſt be adminiſtered in a form harſh and terrify- 
ing? — What other chriſtian inſtitute tends to ſhock 
our feelings? Chriſt's © yoke is eaſy, and his burden 
light *.” His « commandments are not grievous +.” 
He requires merey and not ſacrifice 1; and pro- 
hibited “ putting old wine into new bottles 8; that 
is, impoſing harſh and painful injunctions on young 
and tender minds. | PP 
_ Beſides, is not ſprinkling or pouring water on the 
ſubjeQ, a mode which beſt agrees with the form in 
which the CHIEF BLESSING ſignified by baptiſm is 
promiſed, viz. The baptiſm or effuſion of the Spirit? 
Mat. xi. go. + 1 John v. 3. I Mat, ix, 13. { ch. ix. 17. 
; John 


(28 J 
John propheſied of Chriſt * « he ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. But when, 
and how was this accompliſhed ? By the Holy 
Ghoſt's ' deſcending and fitting: upon them in the 
form of cloven tongues of fire f. Tis manifeſt, 
they were not PLUNGED in it; but it was POURED 
pow upon their heads. Yet John, (was he right 
think ye?) calls this, being BAPTIZED therewith. 
And, from the manner in which he compares this 
baptiſm with his, and illuſtrates the one by the other, 
is it not apparent that he baptized with water in a 
femilar way! —“ I baptize you with water,“ ſaid 
be 1, but one mightier than I cometh, he ſhall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire,” 
q. d. As I baptize with water, by pouring it out 
upon my Diſciples, fo ſhall ye be baptized by the 
Spirit, when poured down upon you, like cloven 
tongues of fire.—9So, when Peter, and the attending 
Jews ſaw that the Holy Ghoſt, (Timor) © fell on, 
(* exxexulas ems r tm) C and was poured out upon the 
Gentiles,” then remembered , (ſays he) the word of 
the Lord, how that he faid, John indeed baptized with 
water,but ye ſhall be wind with the HolyGhoſth.” 
Can any thing be plainer, than that this pouring 
out of the Spirit which Peter ſaw, was that baptiſm 
with the Spirit of which Chriſt ſpake: and of which, 
_ baptiſm with water was an intended emblem or ſign? 
— Does it not appear, that the analogy.i is intirely 


4 Luke] iii, 16, + AAs ii. I, 9 f Luke iii. 16, 
Np Acts X, 44, 46 xi. 155 16. [Fa I 
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loſt by plunging, but compleatly preſerved by pour- 
ing water on the ſubje&?—On theſe, and ſimilar 
accounts I conclude, that IMMERSION. UNDER 


WATER, is. ſo far from being ESsENTIAI to chrif- 


tian baptiſm,. that $SPRINKLING or POURING water 
is EQUALLY VALID; yea, MORE SIGNIFICANT 3 
and therefore To BE PREFERRED. 
Theſe thoughts, Brethren, I ſubmit with all poſ- 
ſible deference to your candid and impartial atten- 
tion. Many other conſiderations might be pro- 
duced, and other paſſages of Scripture cited, farther 
to illuſtrate the ſubject, or confirm what has been 
advanced ; but I omit both left I ſhould treſpaſs on 
yaur time, and . ede your patience, | 


Here, after a 0 the child was baptized, and 


the adminiſtration of the ordinance was immediately 


ſucceeded by the following 


_— 


PRACTICAL ADD RESS. 


My dear Friend and Rother, N 

I rejoice that you and your Partner in life, appear in 

the important capacity of PARENTS; not doubting 
but you will ſupport that character with the con- 
ſiſteney that marks your conduct in every other rela- 
tion. I am conſcious, therefore, that an exhortation 
from me on the preſent occaſion is needleſs. I know 
your views—l know your ſenfations—1 ſhare your 
Joys—and, in ſome meaſure, your anxieties too. .You 
look 


= 


{ 0 Jo 


look upon this tender babe, and agate as ſtwere, 
a new ſet of feelings. You obſerve the humiliating 
cireumſtances under which it is born: The imper- 
feckions and ſnares of the world on which it is entered. 
You anticipate, but with great uncertainty, its fu- 


ture character and lot. Is it © an EMBRIO-ANGEL, | 
er an EMBRIO-FIEND !“ you feel the importance 


of committing him betimes into the beſt hands; and 
the proptiety and excellence of this inſtitution, as a 
formal rite, for that purpoſe.—l will mention for the 
inſtruction of other parents, and to quicken our de- 


votion in general, a few particulars diſtinctiy.— 


underſtand you to perform this ſervice, 


- Firſt. As a thankful en of divine conde- 
fcenſion- and mercy. 


Ils it not decided, ſay you, by the higheſt the 


rity, that our infants are included under the Meſ- 


fiah's adminiſtration? “ Suffer little children to 
come unto me,” is his own language, “ and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of God ®.” 
Did pious Abraham accept the grant under the for- 
mer conſtitution of divine truth and mercy? Did 


the faithful of old uniformly apply the token of it Fi 
Let us tread in their ſteps, and uſe the chriſtian cir- 


cumciſion, the baptifmal water, the only initiatory 


rite to the kingdom of the Maſſiab, acknowledging 


and accepting the divine condeſcenſion and mercy. 
Secondly, By baptiſm you irren der _ dedicate 
your child to Gop. 


* Mat. xix. 14, 5 A 
| 0 ES, 


* Fl 24 J 
Ves. To the adorable JEHOVAH, Father, Son 
and Spirit, I preſent, ſays each of you, this dear 
Immortal: offering up my moſt affectionate wiſhes, 
and fervent prayers on its behalf. May the FA- 
THER of mercies look down on this helpleſs infant, 


and call it his own! Weak, and almoſt inſignificant 


as it may appear to unintereſted ſpectators, the Pa- 
rent of the univerſe: hath given it exiſtence. To 
his diſpoſal I reſign it. To his care I eatruſt it, 
Should He ſee fit, in the depths of his Providence, to 
exerciſe it with ſevere affliction, I hope to look on 
the little ſufferer with the patience and compoſure 


the goſpel requires. Or, ſhould I be called ſoon to, 


commit his breathleſs corpſe to the ſilent grave— 
my God, I dare not murmur—T] refer him by this 
act to thy diſpoſal, without heſitation or reſerve, 
Thou' art © righteous in all thy ways and holy in ah 
thy works.“ But, ſurely, I may hope for his pre- 
ſervation. Intereft him in thy patrenage, and bleſs 
him with health and proſperity! 

I recollef, the condeſcenſion of the Sox of God 
to little children was peculiarly expreſſive. Surely 
his abſence from our world has not abated his af- 


fection. Compafſionate Redeemer, accept this 


humble offering Remember thy reviving declara- 
tion now thou art in thy kingdom! Stretch forth 


» 


the arms of thy compaſion, and take this babe, 


which a fond parent's affection and chriſtian duty 
preſent for thy merciful acceptance?! 


Oh 


14 


7 


25 1 
Oh how I have wiſhed, ſays the devout parent, 


while this ordinance was adminiſtering, that the 


bleſſed six rr would accept my dedication; and by 


his gracious influence form my child anew ! I deſire 


I pray—l hope too; ſince the baptiſmal water is 
an emblem of his purifying ſanctifying influences. 
Oh to have him baptized, not only with water but 
the Holy Ghoſt !|—He is not a Jew, I know, or a 
Chriftian, who is only outwardly fo; neither is that 
the true ſpiritual circumciſion or baptiſm; whickis 


merely external in the fleſh x. But, thus, my child 
1s regularly admitted to thoſe chriſtian ordinances, 


through which the Spirit, and every other blefling, 
are ſovereignly and graciouſly beſtowed. Lord ac- 
cept the ſurrender, and degree the vim f the pious 
parents !* 
Thirdly, This ordinance farther ports; 1 1 
am ſure you conſider it ſo) an Mp to future 
ſervices and duties. | 
Happy would it be, if all chriſtian parents hs 
thought and thus acted; 5 if they confidered the bap- 
tiſm of their children, as the begining of a ſeries of 
fervices. And 'tis doubtleſs becoming, that YOU, 


my Brother, ſtanding in a public capacity, ſhould, 


by performing this ſervice in a public manner, and 
by the uniformity of ſuture conduct, ſet an example 
to your congregation. Children devoted to God by 
baptiim, ſhould certainly be trained up for him. 
Were this the caſe, we ſhould find more families 

* Rom, ii. 289. 
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than we do, illuſtrating the, wiſe man's remark ; 


« Train up a child in the way he ſhould go; and 


when he is old he will not depart from it *.“ 


You will not think, that, when you have baptiz - 
ed your child, you have diſcharged the whole, or the 


chief part of your duty to him: but conſider i it as a 
virtual obligation to future ſervices. 


You will teach your child, ſhould God Pare bie 


life, the great principles of our holy religion. And, 
that he may derive his ſentiments from the pureſt 


ſource, will inſtruct him early to read the Bible. 


You will endeavour ſoon to impreſs his mind with 
a ſenſe of 60D, CHRIST and ETERNITY ; and of 


the various other intereſting! truths immediately re- 
ſulting thence, 


You will obſerve, and check betimes, che i irregu- | 


lar paſſions he diſcovers; and, by a prudent mixture 


of authority and kindnefs, lead him i into the paths of | 


religious duty and entertainment. 
It will be your ſerious concern, to canvince 


him, that the welfare of the ſoul is the“ one thing 
needful: that wiſdom's © ways are ways of plea- | | 


ſantneſs, and all her paths are peace :” and, by every 
rational and ſcriptural motive, prompt him to fear 
and love and ſerve his Creator. 


You will aim to enforce inſtructions by EXAM- - 


PLE: and, as children imperceptibly imitate their 
Parents, ſee to it, that he has ſomething worthy of - 
imitation. And, ſince the ſucceſs of the moſt lau- 


X Prov. xxii. 6, 


dable 


* 
* 


dable efforts depends upon the divine blecing, you 


* — 
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will frequently and fervently addreſs the throne of 
mercy, praying for and with your family. And, in 


the name of my dear friends, in the name of this dear 


babe, who is unable to plead his own cauſe, I aſk the 


affectionate prayers of all this aſſembly, that ſuch 
efforts may not be in vain. 


And happy indeed Mall I be, if the hints ewig 


geſted, prove the means of exciting ALL PARENTS : 


preſent to an active and conſiſtent diſcharge of 8 | 


very important truſt, 


Many younG perſons who hear ey have me 
by baptiſm devoted to God in their infancy. I can- 


not help dropping a word or two for their inſtruction 
and improvement. 


Seriouſly examine the grounds of this practice. 
Conſider the privileges it includes, and the duties 
reſulting from it. Don't haſtily deſpiſe, or under- 
value, what your parents have conſcientiouſty prac- 
tiſed. Attend, when you have opportunity, the 
baptiſm. of others; that your judgment may be-in- 
creaſingly informed, and your reſolutions for God 
and duty confirmed. But, while you are ſteadfaſt in 
your attachment to what appears ſcriptural, in this 
and other points of doctrine and practice, do not be 
bigotted and cenforious, Hold, and © ſpeak the 


truth in love.” Never reſt in the externals of reli- 


gion, but ſee to it, that your hearts are right with 


| God. And, having been thus devoted in your in- 


fancy to the moſt High, ſeriouſly partake of the 
8 sor- 
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SUPPER OF THE LORD, as a ſucceeding rite for your 
- confirmation and improvement. Your baptiſm was” 
the act of your parents: to communicate at the 
Lord's table is your own. Examine your motives, 
temper, and proſpects; © ſo eat of that bread, drink 
of that cup, and ©. join yourſelves to the Lord in a 
perpetual covenant never to be forgotten.“ | 
To conclude. Let us all © pray for the peace of 
Jeruſalem, and for the propagation of religious 
truth. And may © our ſons be as plants grown up 
in their youth; and our daughters as corner- ſtones 
6 after the ſimilitude of a d w 
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ES BETS | Amen. 
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